Two waterbucks from São Paulo Zoo Foundation exhibited respiratory symptoms in July 2004. After euthanasia, granulommas in lungs and mediastinic lymph nodes were observed. Acid-fast bacilli isolated were identified as Mycobacterium bovis spoligotype SB0121 by PRA and spoligotyping. They were born and kept in the same enclosure with the same group, without any contact to other species housed in the zoo. This is the first detailed description of M. bovis infection in Kobus ellipsiprymnus.
Infections with various mycobacteria species have been reported in captive animals from zoos and parks. Tuberculosis is one of the oldest and most frequent problems in zoos in the USA and Europe (9) . Up to the 60´s, tuberculosis caused by Mycobacterium bovis or M. tuberculosis has led to the loss of more than 40% of some zoo collections (12) .
Mycobacterium bovis has already been reported in a large number of different captive species, including threatened ones This pattern is one of the most common spoligotypes and it has been associated to cattle, goat, deer and wild boar (3, 11) . It has been isolated from bovines in Portugal, Spain, France (3), Italy, Great Britain (11), Netherlands, Belgium (5) and also in Brazil (10).
The infected waterbucks, and also their parents, were born in the SPZF and were kept in the same enclosure with the same animal group, without any contact to other species housed in the Zoo Safari. There was no introduction of new animals in the group of waterbucks during the last four generations. It was impossible to detect the source of the infection.
After the tuberculosis diagnosis, the remaining three contact animals were euthanized. The carcasses were buried and the enclosure was disinfected according to the Manual of the National Program for Control and Eradication of Brucellosis and Tuberculosis (7).
